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ply— the only ogoasion on which they were inconvenienced by 
its want. 

Their provisions held out till the latter part of their journey, 
when they were compelled to sacrifice three of their horses for 
food. 

Mr. Stuart met M'Kinlay at the Kapanda Station ; and at the 
Adelaide Station Mr. Howitt's party were among the first to 
welcome him home after bis laborious but successful mission. 



2. Exploration of the Interior of Australia. By Mr. Lahdsboeough. 

Me. Landsboeough, who had previously (Proceedings, vol. v». 
p. 5) explored south-westerly for- 300 miles, started from the Gulf 
of Carpentaria on the 10th February, 1862, following the Leichhardt 
for some distance, and turning off near the falls in a direction e.s.e. 
over a grassy country. This terminated in some picturesque hills, 
among whioh it was thought that a sheep establishment would be 
well placed. Beyond the hills there was more wood and less 
pasture. The Flinders was crossed on the 19th, followed for some 
time, and finally left on the 1st March in lat. 20° 3'. Near Mounts 
Little and Brown the river is deep, and seems perennial. The 
country is probably thinly inhabited, as the first native was seen on 
1st March. The rains in this month were heavy, and rendered the 
ground soft and difficult. The pasture continued good, with suffi- 
cient wood for fuel ; but the country would not bear a great amount 
of live stock, and both water-tanks and annual grass sowing would 
be necessary. While still on the Flinders a blue range of mountains 
was visible, and named Branston Bange; another mountain was 
named after Frederick Walker. On the 22nd March the party 
encamped on the Jardine Creek, an affluent of the river which they 
had followed so long. On the 26th, while tracing out the neigh- 
bouring creeks, draytracks were seen, probably those of persons 
who have occupied Bowen Down, a district discovered two years 
previously by Mr. B. Buchannan. On the 29th the party reached 
Landsborough Creek, leading to Thomson Biver, where Lands- 
borough came upon an old camp of his own. About lat. 22° 58' 
they also fell in with some fine looking natives, who said that they 
had seen an exploring party, but no camels. Further on the 
natives possessed some iron tomahawks, which they said they got 
from another tribe on the river to the southward. Continuing their, 
course in a s.s.w. direction, and partly under the guidance of natives, 
some of whom, however, seemed disposed to be hostile, the party 
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on the 15th April reached a creek which they named Dunsmore, 
and which led them on the 17th to Cooper Eiver. The country 
passed through and explored during the next four weeks in the 
neighbourhood of the same river was generally of an indifferent 
character, and towards the east the horses on more than one occasion 
suffered from want of water. Marks on many of the trees showed 
that it had been visited. On the 21st of May they reached the 
station of a settler on the Warigo River ; and thence passed by 
Bumaranah on the Darling on the 2nd of June, to Menindie and 
Melbourne by the usual route. 



3. Explorations in the Interior of Australia by the Burke Relief Expedition, 
under Mr. J. M'Kinlay. 

The South Australian Burke Relief Expedition was Originally 
organised with the view of ascertaining the fate of, and affording 
relief to, that portion of the Burke expedition which perished upon 
Cooper Creek, after achieving the task so unsuccessfully under- 
taken by previous explorers. It left the South Australian capital on 
the 14th of .August, 1861, and reached the confines of the settled 
districts on the 26th of the following month. On the 27th of 
September the party, consisting of nine whites and two natives, 
with twenty-four horses, four camels, twelve bullocks, one hundred 
sheep, and a dog, crossed Lake Torrens, and fairly commenced their 
arduous task. Though not at that period occupied, the country to 
the north of Lake Torrens had been visited by many of the settlers 
upon the southern margin ; and one of them undertook to guide the 
party to the first of a series of fresh water lakes, about fifty miles in 
advance. It took several days to reach Lake Hope, as the heat of 
the weather completely knocked up the bullocks ; but by the aid of 
the camels' the expedition was extricated. During the stay of the 
party at the lake district, an excursion was undertaken with the 
view of ascertaining the truth of a report that some whites were 
living upon a raft in one of the creeks in the vicinity. On the 
banks of the creek were marks of a European encampment ; the 
dung of camels proving that it must have been one of Burke's, 
while en route to or from the Gulf to Cooper Creek. The remains 
of one of the party, since ascertained to be Gray, and showing traces 
of a violent death, were found slightly covered with earth and 
boughs; and at a little distance two holes very like graves. A 
subsequent visit to Cooper Creek left but little doubt about the fate 
of Burke. 
In the course of December the main camp moved to a double 



